Primary adenoid cystic carcinoma of the esophagus.
Primary adenoid cystic carcinoma or cylindroma of the esophagus is rare, only 22 cases having been reported previously. The histogenesis of this tumour is disputed, but it is believed to arise from the submucosal glands. A 75-year-old man with a cylindroma of the esophagus underwent radical excision of the tumour and has been clinically disease-free and asymptomatic since his operation in February 1979. Despite the poor results of surgery in the small number of patients reported in the literature, this unusual type of adenocarcinoma of the esophagus should be treated like epidermoid carcinoma--by radical excision.